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upclose&personal

ourtens=y LAk arrives af our rencervous, a ficde Lralion
restaurant, weanng jeans, o fight black sweser and
rimless eveglasses; as 0 consequence, | almost don's
recognise the star of Friemds, Soeam and ics sequel
Serear 2, This kind of makes sense sir
I also feed | don't know very much about her For the past fea

e, despite her populansy

vears, sories about her have seemed o focus solely on her

break-up with ex- Batman Michael Keaton and her indefinable
relasiorship with Counting Crows singer Adsm Duritz. And
then there are the constanr allegations in the media of =aing
disorders (the mere mention of which makes Cox roll her eves
theestrically in their sockessl

Bur there s much more to Cox chan & SETIEE O FAINOUS e

i anorexia rusmsrs, She WS thie | _-'-:,';,'Hl-||||_| with T s

COURTENEY

JIVING WITH “THE BOSS” IN THE DARK MAY HAVE
LAUNCHED HER CAREER BUT, THESE DAYS, EVERYONE'S FAVOURITE CONTROL-

¥ EMETHITHEE LA,

[nstead, we stick 1o the things that m
whio is really open when asked things mdirectly, 1o give it up
While we wait for our salads, we star scripting ber
the TV wversion. “Chr story stans in Birmingham, Alabana,”

1he sLory,

neo the whele divonced

S I
she RAYE. A ihhh do we nesd L gl
parenis suff? Mo? Good. 5o we have 2 voung girl from

|'|'\-l\.

r".l:ll::ll1|:l whi never rl':ll:l\.' |-c'|| ILI shee bt in. Evervans

d her talks eo slowly and she wants them o catch up o
ik ly

k s maich: it just the
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FREAK 1S DANCING TO NO-ONE'S TUNE BUT HER OWN. BY SUZAN COLON

hairour who ;,:llr:'.l'.| with Bruce :'C.||||-||.-_x|-q,~:-| in his "Dancing
In The Diark”™
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which paved thse way re an apairtment full ol famous

cox's lite as a TV miniseries, part one
Abter 15 years i the business, the Sbyearold actress has
become adept at belng penkally evasave whenever personal
guestions crogr up i oan interoew. “Very seldom does an actor
interest m o the point where | want 1o read about every detail
of theie Bbe,” she savs, °1 want to hear about the Lt thing they
worked o and how they feel abom what they do. You know
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Cranes play the young Courtensy (°C
Claire Danes should play see? What a comgpliment .

not b Cladre™), Cox continues with her story

M eE ia

er | FET s | that Claire
mire Damesy You think
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part two
T avent to Mew Yok for teo weeks before | graduated and mt
writh the Ford Modellmg Agency. 1 went with my step-cousin
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*Alabama's great, I'm not cutting the stave down, ba there's a

time lapse from what's ar dean there and what's dr up onth
| went in there wearing my jeans sucked inside my cowhim
booes and a
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The postscript 1o this story is that she landed a pan oo
Bruce Sprmgsteen viden and became the first person 1o ever
utter the word “peried” in o US Tampax commercial; and for
whasever rescons, these twa r|'|i|'||-x lavinched her career

cox’s perfect day: a fantasy

“{Ina Eerhed] dav, v call time woudld be @t 11, so 1 can 'H.|-_'|_'|_|

n | wake up oar eight and the cofee's already brewmg. 1 play

with my dog and have a goesd 43 mdnistes ve an howr to relax.
“Then Um Hke, 'Hiew, I oo to work out = wouldn't that be

fum* | sprint to the gym, get on the treadmidl and jog For a half

ar, kwing every minupe of 1. | do enother cardio; | do the

welghts. | keok ar my watch amd i s only
915 = | have snocher hour and a half il
[ hve 1o be ag work!
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Playgroand. I'm driving as fass as | want 1o, I'm singing so
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wondetiul person whe couldn't make me happier. The note
gavs, | st wanted to tell vou that 1 bve vou, There are ne
strings astached. 'm commizeed 1o ovou, vou're not commined
to me, and that’s okay. You don't even have o call me
“Then 1 do my scene and, fon
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youn were lantastic! Go home!” 1 look at my warch
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o't call bag n because we won © be home,
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1o this really nice restaurant where 1 order — andd finish - the

bigaest birwl of pasta in the world, With creum sauee. A, for
some reason, my stomach is not sticking ow at all,

“We go back o my house; we make out, fool around. Then
he savs, ‘| kenow wour have o wake up early and | understand.
I'm geing home, and evervhing's just fine” 1 get into bed
el ElERE wohar? "-1'- recth ar v :|| Ilq,'#lg. .!‘:rll.'ihq;\-:; =

“...I'm just so afraid that

they're trying to control me."

she has this weird dream

[ the dream, U'm wocking on a really dark, Interessimg, werd
mewie. It's a greaz scripe ard [ really have 1o siveich, | love the
direcior and 1 love the ather actors, I'm having the best rime
ab e like, When chev sav "-‘.!Ji for the day', | wash off all this

o eyeliner, rake a shower and 4] (SR ™

-pod, Al 1 o, "W an are
you doing herer You've boen here three days inoa row!”
Lotually, 1 say, "Wl hello, honey,” because, in my drcam, 1

= A there w this saondesdul m

hove mr commitment problems. We cook dinner 1ogether,
have great sex and goioslesp. And [eake up and | feel exactly
thi same way; not looking ar life and where I'm going,
thinking ‘U, I'm in 100 deep’. Thet's my biggest problem: [

Fave a leir o commmirment,”

s '\-\.i|_l||l- - | i |LIsE =5 A il |||:|[ r|'||_'l."r|; TFVImE Lo control

me.” she sys. ] have @ problem with than, e [ do,”

a chink in the armour

You moy have noticed a common theme m those bst tao
segmiends; 8 lear of commitment. In beraeen the salad ond the
rain cowrse (a dinner portion of spinach saladi, over bread
and a couple of sips of red wine, Cox and | share ome af those
very lemalde moments where yoi revesl the ||i;:|.!|'l-l: crack in



your armaur - without geting specific, so you don't Tedl like
vou're a huge loser, Ceonsequently, you speak so theoretically
that it barely makes sense. Example

Cow: “All vhe things thar have happensd repeat them-
selves. First vou don't know ahy you leed a certain way, And
then you ga, "Oh, [ know why 1 dothis, Tt's from this and this
and chis." And then vou sy, T know why 1 feel this way, bus
I'm sill feeling this way — why?' You never stop the fecling,
and 1 really hase that, 1ns like, now we know what it is, why
are we still fecling ir*”

M "1 knoww exactly whae you mean! "

cox's worst day: another fantasy

You'd think she would hove put o halt (o these ridiculous
comversation-making tactics by now, bat she's kind snough
o continue b humour me.

"My idea of a day from hell: I'm suppresed o be at work
at fme o'clock. so my alarm goes off at 7:45, | push the “sheep”
button amd don't wake op untal eight. [ have to be in the car
by 8,15, so0 now [ have 15 minutes o get up, rake a shower
and be ready o go.

*There's no time for coffes. | go oo Feed the dog, b there’s
no dog food. Mo, there i dog foed, bug only dry, no canned,
Aind I can't bear oo pive Pags puss dr}' frood, 50 I'mi ||;u;|l;|ng
1i1r|:||.1p,h ihe mfﬁpuunrﬁwmn:thing elge— mm:buhm
that [ can heat up with bouillen cishes,

“I e vowork, and somebody reminds me thae Thave a lunch
meering. | hete hch, T hace the food char they seeve; T don'
want oo et in the middle of the day — T just baite it. Plus, T'm
wearing the uglicst thing I've ever worm in my life, 1didnt have
time to blow-cry my hair and 1 have o makeup on, Terrilic.

*Fnish work ar six and it takes an bour and a half oo get
home, Mow, while I'm sitting in taffic, 5 a good tme o
knock off all of these calls I needed 1o return, but no ane's
there, so when 1 get bome, 1 have all these messages on my
machine. 1 thowght thar was my tme! But s not.

= Aned 1 forgon 1o pick up dog food.”

a word abaut monica

Cox has often fended off accusatioms that she'’s ::unl}' like
her Friswds character, Monica Creller; & that why she did
Seream and Sereawm 2¢ Because fighting off serial killers was
the most un-Monica-like thing she could do?

“That 13 my top priomty when | resd scripes.” she says. “1
wouldn't say that | wouldn’s play someone like Monica,
because she has a los of sides to her. Bur it's impomant for me
to play someone wha challengss me.”

Let's fast foroeard 1o the bast-ever Friendy i:-pira::h.]i:. Where
would Cox like to leave Monica?

“I don't knww, but 1 hope the las episode i something
that vou would never imagine. Like, Joey and Chancller
finally ger rogetficr, Ross and Phoche rake their kids and
move aut to the country -, and Bachel and Monica fall in
love, start dating and realise they've had it with men.” @

Conrteney Cox bar fust stavived fifoing a cot-fi thors film itk
Kewmeth Branagh and Boogic Nights" Heather Grabaor cnlled
Alien Love Triangle, She'lf be plawing Bramaph's wife, who
rurns oud o he @ eeale alier i disgie



