hat
simgle

The inside of Courtensey my roam, Wouald you say thisis Sha's ilkﬁ Monsca, That she's arganised.

Cox's traiber = op the et the room of a neat freak? Socan Just like Monica. That she
of a new Wes Craven horror we squelch that rumeur?™ m'ymljy's h|,g plays mother hen to her cast
movie, Soram = is prefty Maybe, Maybe not, "1t was mates. Just like Monica,
messy. At keast by ber stan-  probably staged,” jokes one of  gjgler: strong, “I'm not a neat freak,” she
dards. Mot that there i= any  her best friends, composer and says again, emphatically. Ao
crumpled underwear on the  studio musician Rick Marntta, cnmpassinnatgr 'm maf obsessed,”
floor, or corn chipsground inte - “She probably had one of the Well, actually, she is, A ligtle
the carpet or anything, But=till,  prop guys come in and show I'IEII'IES’[. but [hg hit, anyway. Ohsessed with dis-
A few things are out of place, heer hew fomiess up A rosm,” proving the notion that she's
There are, for example, denim Taunts from her friendsnot ~ Star Of Frignds  obsessed, that she's an exer
jeans tossed, nof fdded, across withstanding, Cox is frving, cise junkiec or a sweet addict,
the sofa next to an open script perhaps & little too hard, to | EDSDII.I'[EIE or - and this tabloid rumour
with pages that are actaally prowe that she isn't what peaple redlly makes her crazy = that
beat, There are stockingsonthe  think, that she ksn't Linde Miss — 110f, SN@ 5ay3, shve has an eating disorder.
tabde, and get this— they areswd Can't Be Wrong. Just tarned 32 “Courtency hes a lot of
of their pack. And on the flooris  and single since her relation-  0DSESSEd. Well,  sides,” says Tom Selleck, who
a palr of shoes. And although  ship with actor Michael Keaton has worked with her on
they are next to eachother,one  ended last spring, Cox is tired 35 JOB RNOOBS  Friemds. “She's very strong,
shoe (s upright, and the other it of resding how much she which I find sttractive. And she
sot. What 8 complete hellsole.  resembles the character she  (iSCOVEred, can be brutally frank, which 1

“Mow." she says, a note of
eriiigrph i Ber valce, “look at

Why Courteney Cox1ssudd

plavs on Friends, that she's
cormpulaively neast, just ke

also kind of like, But I think she

maybe a fiftfe bit. sisa hes a vulnersble side that



enly everyone s best friene



shes nol quick to show people,”
he adds, “People think they
kenarw mee,” Cons says more than
once, “and they don't.”

It's &= if she fieels trapped by
the parts that have made her
famous; the nice, sweet, ah-so-
steady girknext-door that has
been her irademark since
Bruce Springsteen palled her an
stage in his 1984 video Dasctng
Im The Dark. That sterectype
was perpetusted from 1987 to
1689, when she played Michael
J Fox's girkirbend on the kst twao
seasons ol Family Ties Amd in
10948's Are Vemtura: Pef Ditee-
five, her mosl prominent film
role to date, she was the one
playing it straight while co-star
Jim Carrey contorted himself
all over the screen,

Which is why, instead of
sigming on for the kind of main-
stream romantic comedy many
people would have expecied
from her, Cox has chosen to
spend  this summer's break
from  Freads working for
Craven (creator of A Mightaane
on Elm Streef) making & pay-
chathriller in California.

In the film Seream, Cox
plays an unscrupuloss tablobd-
television reporter drying fo
build her reputation by cover
ing the story of a seral kilker
Cox's character = sslfish,
manipulative and scheming -
and ends up screaming and cov-
ered in blood. About as far away
froos Monsca as you can get.

“All you have to do is mest
her® YE Craven, when asked
why he cast a silcom sweel-
heart in such an out-of-charmc-
ter role. “She's very shamp,
shes god a sense of humoar,
and she's got a lot of exdge.”

Before Scream, Cox made
Commandments opposite Aidan
(uinn, a movie she describes
a5 a “strange, dark religious
fable”. She shot the film in New
York on weckends and om
breaks in her sitcom schedube,
shuttling back and forth on
flights across the country at all

“I like to be
going in all

directions at
once. The
busier

| am, the more
Jocused
| am.” This, say
Coxs friends, is
the 72 1/ true

tabloid rumour,

hours in the morning. often
going from the gut-wrenching
emotions of Commamdsenrs
i the lighthearted lasghter of
Friends, often with only 12
hotrs betwesn them.

“1 Hikee: i bee going in all direc-
tions at once, The busier | am,
the more focased 1 am”™ she
says. This, say Cox’s friends, is
the only tabloid-reported per-
somality trait that isn' a myth,

*l have the ability to do
about 5 things at once,” Cox
says with no-bragging-juss-the-
facts direciness. 5o =he i= con-
siantly dashing from one
progect to another (Slike a um-
minghird,” she admits), con-
sumed for the moment and
then off in another directon.

She recently sold a house
for LSS Imillkon {a THSE 150,000
profity and lmmediately spent
USSP milion on anather, which
she ls already deep in the
throes of renovating. “1 can't
explain i, " she says of her com-
pulsian o buy houses, refor
bish them just as she wanis
amd then start all over agasn.

“I nesed bo change canstantly.
1 get bored quickly,” she says.

it's a trait she believes goes
back o her childhood. Cox
grew up in the country-chb
suburbs of Birmingham in
Alabama, from all appearances
the perfect liftle Southern
belle, Bat the enforced polibe-
ness of Southern life was as
shifling &5 the Alabama heat.

“There are s0 maEny gEreat
things abkout the South,” she
says, “bat it wasn't for me. To
e, e §5 boo preciows o walk
around on eggshells, so I just
et things off my chest. And
that's not the Southern way.”

Cioog, the youngest of fowr
children (two sisters, ViFginla
amd Dhorde: and one bratler,
Bichard), was 100 when her
parents divorced. Her fatler,
Bichard, was gregarions, a risk
taker. Her mather, after whem
Courteney was named, was
more serious. She inherited

both traits. Even though Cox
remained chose ti both parents
and came to understamd why
they were better off apart, teir
break-vip was paindul for ber,

“My father, when you were
with him, gave you so much
altention,” she RS, the Bitle
girl awdible m her voice, “I
might cnly kst for a minute, bat
for that minatbe you felt like you
were the greatest thing that
ever hit earth, But then he was
gone, | didn't want the time
with my father to end.™

By 1976, two years after
the diverce, both parents were
remarried  and, with  nine
stepchildren added to the mix,
Cox found herselfl struggling
even harder to get attention,
She stayed In Birmingham with
her mother, but became more
and more independent and
slightly rebelliows.

“1 think because my pErents
did get divorced, [ Bl there
were a lot of things [ had i
accomplish,” she says of the
drive that eventually propelled
toter gt of Barmndngrhasm and into
the world of show business.

Intending 1o be an architect,
Cox enrolled af ber mother's
old college in Washingion, in
1962, But the summer before
her first year, she ook the
alvice of her steplather's
brother, Miles Copeland S
whose three sons = Miles Jr
president of [RS Records: [an,
head of FBIL Mew York's most
cutting-edgpe rock and roll
booking agency; and Sewart,
the drummer for and oo
founder of The Police — had
become the music indesiry's
hippest movers and shakers.

“¥ou gotta get out of Birm-
ingham,” Mies 5S¢ twld her
“You peed w go to New Yaork."

Soshe did. She wanted to be
amisdel and shewas haping [an
Copeland could help.
guts,” Copeland says, recalling
this first encounter with his 18-
year-old Alabama stepeousin,



Mile=s Ir's considerable clout got
Cox i the door at New York's
Ford modelling agency. The
modelling led 1o commercaals
and the commercials to parts on
soap operas. she took speech
leszans o kose her accent, acl-
ing lessons to bose her fear.

Her relationship with her
siepoonzin lan, 15 years her
semor, had by then trned
romantic. They went out for
nearly three years, “She was
incredibly mothering, very pos-
sessive and very take-charge,”
Copeland remembers,

Taking care of the people
arcund her is something Cox
has always done, “She's hke
everybody's big sisfer” says
Hick Marotia

He tells the story of when
Jennifer Kechane, a mtsal
fricnd, was seriously injured in
a car accident, “Courteney was
at the hospital every single day.
If anything is ever wrong, she's
there for you.” Hmm. Sounds
like & line from a familiar song.

"She 10701 S
incredibly
mothering,
very
possessive and
very take-charge,”
says lan Copeland,
Cox's one-time
bayfriend,
15years

her senior.

The audition that wouold
transform her life came in the
spring of 1984, a cattle call that
Cox saw no differently than
hundreds of others she'd been
an, “Thers were fons of people
there,” she says of the Spring-
steen [awcing fn The Dork
viden, “Lots of dancers, these
great long-deggped women, and
I'm wearing jeans and sneak-
ers, and | went, "Whoa, I'm in
the wrong place™

She was stunned to get the
partof one of the swooning fans
andd even more amazed o dis-
cower that she would be the one
dancing with the Boss on stage.

Baut there she was with her
big grin and tomboy short
black hair, swinging her blue
jeaned hips all over MTV. It
changed everything.

In 1985 she was cast in her
first prime-time sertes, MBC's
Migfite O Science which moved
her ont to Californis. She got
the Family Tie: part in 1987, in
spite of the fact she'd never

done comedy before. “She
learmed very quickly,” remem-
bers Gary David Goldberg, the
producer. "and from an awdi-
ence standpoint, they like her.”

When Family Ties closed
shog in 1988, Cox had offers to
do other tebevision series bat
opted nstead for feature films
and, as she says, "happened to
mike some bad choices.” Her
resume in the years between
Family Ties and Friends is not
exactly filled with classics. The
giring of pear misses and
not-guite-right castings might
have continued had Cox not
lobbed hard for the part of
Monica Geller on Friends.

“They thought | seemed
bosr wulerable to play Maonbca,”
she agys, laughing at the idea,
“And 1 went, “Then you don’
krow me af afl,™

But Cox's lack of star-mak-
ing roles prior to Frigmds wasn't
all bad hucle, “There was a huge
period in my life where my
love life was the most #1093



Hit single

100 o imporiant thing.” Cox is quick
iy slress Ul she's not necessarily talk-
ing about Michasl Keaton when she
says this, bat the years during which
she was out of the spatlight do colnclde
with the early years of thelr relation-
ship. They started dating in 1988 and
they were 5 couple for nearly six yeirs,
Hince their welkreported  break-up,
there have been furries of rumowrs
about possible reconctliations. Hut the
only thing she'll say is “that it's oo
important to talk aboul in public,”

Slee is, however, willing to talk about
why she's been aliracted to certain
kinds of men, particularly older ones,
(Michael Keaton is 44.)

“1 lowe to bee challenged and to learn
from peogle,” she says, explaining why
she's rarely drawn to men her own age.
She loves men who are agibe mentally
andl physically, “Someone who's not,
likee, tripping all the time,” she says.

"l used to think there's only sne per-
san for everybody, But as you get okler,
you just realise there's a lob more give
and-take in relathomsldps "

Sher sounds tired. This has besn her
first day on the set of Scream, and in
addition to the nervous lensions of
working with an unfamilinr cast and
crew, she las spent most of the evening
geiting punched in the G@ee by Farty OF
Fiwe's Meve Camphell Mo wonder she
hasa't pul away her shoes,

“1 e o thimbk if 1 man was weak
warh, [ didn’t Eike it at all.™ Cox says sleepr
ily. “1 wand them ta be strong and able to
heamalle thingrs. To handle me, But sow [
realise that its OK for a man 1o be nse
oure,”

Courteney Cox spends the rest af
the evening talking abowt how much
calmer her life has been lately. Maybe,
she says, she'll keep this new house lor
a while, She seems grateful that she|
b away from Los Angeles for o few
months. She wants o visil wineries,
hrowse In antiguee stores, Wiste ime.

She used to think that she'd be a fail
ure i slse turned 30 and wasn't married
with chiklren. She stll wanis those
things, still expects to have a family,
hopefully when she's 40, But, mayhe for
the first ime in her fife, Courteney Cox
says she isn't in a hurry, (-]





